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(54) Fuel filter including slow release additive 

(57) The present invention relates generally to a fuel 
filter for use with internal combustion engines, for exam- 
ple, but not limited to diesel engines in commercial ve- 
hicles. The fuel filter includes a fuel additive that can be 
released into fuel. The rate of release for the fuel can 
be controlled. One embodiment of the fuel filter is illus- 
trated in FIG. 1 . The fuel additive (42) is provided in an 
inner chamber (40) and maintained in fluid communica- 
tion with the fuel in the filter via an opening restricted by 
baffle plate(s) 50 and/or a diffusion orifice (44). In alter- 
native embodiments, the opening into the inner cham- 
ber can be thermostatically controlled to limit fuel flow 
to the fuel additive. In alternative forms the fuel additive 
can be released at a substantially constant rate to main- 
tain a uniform level of fuel additive in the fuel. Use of the 
present invention provides a fuel filter having an extend- 
ed life span that is longer than fuel filters typically used 
with combustion engines. 
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